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“When I first came to WESLI I had issues with grammar, writing, and listening and speaking, but WESLI 
helped me a lot. WESLI offers Free Conversation Hours which helped me talk, hear new vocab, and correct my 
mistakes. At first my writing wasn’t good, but it improved a lot thanks to my writing classes and also WESLI’s 
Writing Center.”  

– Mohammad Zawawi, Saudi Arabia

“WESLI is the perfect English school for you. Each staff member is willing to listen and find a solution for all 
problems students may face. Classes are small and the maximum number of students per class is around 
fourteen. That makes students understand better and give feedback to each other. WESLI also gives students 
the chance to receive some college credits and then transfer them to universities.”

– Sayouba Savadogo, Burkina Faso

“Living in the dorm is very comfortable because it has a kitchen, a sofa, two bedrooms and two bathrooms. 
Also, it’s easy to make friends from different countries. Madison is an easy to love city because it’s safe and 
beautiful. People are friendly and there are many delicious restaurants and markets. I enjoy living in Madison!” 
– Mini Miyazaki, Japan

“WESLI is the right place to meet the goal of learning English. The daily activities in classes I have faced are 
as casual as academic. WESLI has also given me the opportunity to create a bond of brotherhood with people 
from different parts of the world. Through daily interaction, those people have become my family, my family of 
Madison.”

– Alejandra Hurtado, Venezuela

19 N. Pinckney Street, Madison, WI 53703 USA • Tel: 1.608.257.4300 • Fax: 1.608.257.4346
www.wesli.com • study@wesli.com

WESLI • @wesli_madison • Wisconsin ESL Institute
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SCHOOL PROFILE

WESLI (Wisconsin English Second Language Institute) was established in 1981 in Madison, 
Wisconsin.  The school offers 7 levels of English courses and speacializes in preparing students 
for the academic rigors of US university in undergraduate and graduate programs, teaching not 
only the language skills needed to enter university, but also the study skills necessary to succeed.1
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SMALL CLASSES AND UNIQUE ENVIRONMENT

WESLI has an average of 150 students who come from over 25 countries each session.  
Our small average class size (10-14 students) ensures personalized support and 
attention from staff.  With a wide diversity of students in a small class size, students 
engage in a rich cultural exchange, with a low percent of Indian and Nepalese students. 

Our teachers are experienced and personable.  All staff in the University Pathway 
Program have their Master’s degree, overseas teaching experience, and have a long 
term investment in students’ success.  WESLI’s challenging but family-like atmosphere 
comes from its special staff, professionals who relate to students personally as well as 
assist them academically.

35+ YEARS
OF EXPERIENCE



SAFE,
FRIENDLY, 
BEAUTIFUL,
& FUN

WESLI is located in downtown 
Madison, capital of the state 
of Wisconsin.  Madison is two 
and a half hours northwest of 
Chicago and one hour west of 
Milwaukee by car.  This area of 
the United States is called the 
“Midwest.”  The cost of living 
and studying in the Midwest is 
much lower than it is on the 
East and West Coasts.
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People in the Midwest speak 
standard English, the type 
of English that is universally 
understood.  WESLI is near the 
University of Wisconsin, and 
25% of Madison’s population 
is students.  That means 
that Madison is a very safe 
city with many recreational 
activities and social clubs.  
Madison consistently ranks 
as a top city in the U.S.A. 
for safety, beauty, education, 
affordability, recreational & 
cultural opportunities, and for 
the general quality of life.  With 
four lakes, Madison is a truly 
beautiful city.
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#1 
Most livable

city in US
- Livability.com

#4 
Safest City 

in the US

-FBI 



WEEKLY CLASS SCHEDULE

• Academic Reading & Writing - 10 hours

• Academic Listening & Speaking - 6 hours

• Public Speaking - 4 hours

• Writing Center - 2 hours

• Conversation Hour - 2 hours

*WESLI also offers classes in Pronunciation, International 

Business, Communication & Culture, and Advanced Grammar 

for Writing.

PROGRAM OVERVIEW

WESLI’s University Pathway Program is a 6-month intensive 

academic English program that prepares students for 

university. Students will learn valuable study skills, which 

will make the transition to univeristy much easier. Students 

practicing these skills are also more likely to excel. The 

6-month program is divided into three 2-month sessions.
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Pathway Program Highlights
OVERALL PROGRAM GOAL

The goal of the core academic classes is to help students improve their academic reading, writing, listening, speaking 

and critical thinking skills which are essential to become a successful university student.

GOALS FOR ACADEMIC SUCCESS

Acquire Study Skills essential to university success:

• Note-Taking

• Organizing & Time Management

• Creating Independent Study Plans

• Facilitating & Group Work

• Utilizing Campus Resources

Develop Critical Thinking, Collaboration, and Cultural 

Competency Skills required to complete academic work at the 

university level:

Master Accountable Talk Language Skills necessary to 

successfully engage in group work and discussions:

• Inferencing 

• Interpretation

• Point of  View

• Critical Reflection 

• Synthesizing and 

Integration of Ideas

• Polite Refusals

• Clarification

• Making Suggestions

• Voicing Problems

• Expressing Thoughts 

& OpinionsPATHWAY TO 
ACADEMIC 

ACHIEVEMENT



7

WHY ACADEMIC STUDY SKILLS?

The most successful students in American universities have 

good study habits and time management skills. Without 

the ability to organize your school projects and activities, 

students quickly become overwhelmed with the demands 

of university life, especially while adjusting to a new culture 

at the same time. WESLI teaches academic study skills for 

students’ continued success for the rest of their lives. 

ACADEMIC SUPPORT

WESLI provides academic support that is similar to the 

resources available at university. Students can practice good 

study habits while at WESLI with the Writing Center and 

Conversation Hours that provide discussion and homework 

support, just like many programs at universities.
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SUPPORT FOR 
UNIVERSITY 
SUCCESS
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After successful completion of 700 Level academic courses, Pathway 
Program students may enter university without a TOEFL score. WESLI 
700 Level academic courses satisfy English requirements for international 
students at our Pathway Program universities for undergraduate and 
graduate programs.

PROGRAM TIMELINE

TOEFL WAIVER

1st Session:
• Academic Courses

• Study Skills

• University Campus Visit

2nd Session:
• Academic Courses

• Study Skills

• University for a Day

3rd Session:
• Academic Courses

• Study Skills

• University Orientation

Begin University

1

2

3

4

5 OPT Job Placement 
(Optional)



RECREATIONAL AND 
CULTURAL ACTIVITIES  

WESLI plans weekly activities and helps 
you find volunteer opportunities so 
you can improve your English outside 
of class. Involvement in the community 
is an essential part of your univeristy 
preparation experience. In addition, you 
will participate in university activities to 
begin your immersion into university life. 

ACADEMIC ADVISING 

WESLI’S university advisor will help 
you succeed in your university pathway. 
Students check in throughout the session 
to discuss program goals.

HELP WITH EVERYDAY LIFE 

WESLI staff will help you with opening a 
bank account and solving problems with 
adjusting to a new culture. 
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ACTIVITIES, 
CONVERSATION 
HOURS & 
UNIVERSITY 
IMMERSION!

CONVERSATION HOURS AND 
WRITING CENTER 

WESLI teachers will help you with your English at 
regularly scheduled Conversation Hours and in the 
Writing Center. Students can use the Writing Center 
to work on homework and ask questions with 
teachers.

COMPUTER LAB AND                
STUDY ROOMS  

WESLI has a computer lab for students to study and 
complete homework, a wireless network students 
can connect to, and a quiet study room.  

AIRPORT PICK-UP 

 WESLI will pick you up at the Madison airport 
(MSN) and take you to your dormitory or homestay 
family after you confirm your arrival information at 
least two weeks in advance. 
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HOUSING OPTIONS 

WESLI will arrange housing for you 
in the WESLI Dormitory Learning 
Community or in a WESLI Homestay 
with an American family.  

If there are roommates, WESLI makes 
every effort to place students from 
different countries together. 

An on-site housing coordinator will 
also help you with any problems you 
might have with your living situation.  

COMFORTABLE
& AFFORDABLE!
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HOMESTAY WITH AN AMERICAN FAMILY:

• live with a married couple with or without children, or a single 
person

• private room

• 3 to 10 kilometers from WESLI, or about 15 to 45 minutes by bus.

• most meals provided by the host family

• experience American life in safe neighborhoods

DORMITORY LEARNING COMMUNITY

• shared two-bedroom, two-bathroom apartment

• full kitchen and a living room in each suite

• equipped with everything that students need:  furniture, linens, pillows, 
towels, dishes, silverware, TV, DVD & CD player, telephone, and high 
speed internet access

• located one block from WESLI, close to many interesting shops, 
restaurants, coffee houses, and parks with in walking distance

• does not include meals
12
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STUDENT (F-1) VISA:

• You will need a student visa to study in WESLI’s 
University Pathway Program.  

• A student visa allows you to study full-time.  

• A full-time English student must take at least 18 hours 
of class per week.  

I-20:

• When WESLI receives your completed application, we 
will review your information and send your I-20 with 
acceptance materials within 2 business days.

• You will need to take this I-20 to your visa interview. 
It shows you have been accepted to study at a US 
educational institution.

• To receive your I-20 by mail courier, please pay the 
Express Mail fee on the Application Form.

• When you enter the US with WESLI’s I-20, you must 
enroll at WESLI within 30 days of your arrival.
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An Application Form.  You can 
submit this form on WESLI’s 
website (www.wesli.com).

1

Passport Information.  A copy of the 
personal information page in your 
passport.

2

4 Official copy of diploma or national 
exam results.

3 Official transcripts from high school 
and college or university, if you have 
attended previously. 

APPLICATION 
REQUIREMENTS:



$125 Application Fee.  You can pay 
this fee by credit card (Visa or 
MasterCard), money order, or a 
personal check from a U.S. bank 
account.

Financial Documentation.  Proof that 
you have enough money to pay your 
tuition and live in Madison can be any 
one of the following (see application 
form for the amount required):

A – A copy of your personal bank 
statement.

B – A copy of your parents’ or other 
sponsor’s bank statement, with a 
signed Financial Support Letter 
stating that this person agrees to 
support you in the U.S.

C – A document from your 
government or the agency paying for 
your studies stating that they will pay 
for your expenses.

WESLI is authorized under federal 
law to enroll non-immigrant alien 
students.  Students must be at 
least 17 years old to study at 
WESLI.  Students younger than 
17 can be accepted only in some 
circumstances.  Please contact us 
about your specific situation.

WESLI ACCREDITATION

WESLI is accredited by The 
Commission on English Language 
Program Accreditation (CEA), 
is a member of the American 
Association of Intensive English 
Programs (AAIEP). More 
information about WESLI can be 
obtained from our website at 
www.wesli.com.
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